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These reports led to disturbances.   The troops were booed
in the streets and on the evening of Saturday, November 8th,
there were noisy demonstrations outside the officers' mess.
On the Sunday afternoon an infuriated crowd collected out-
side a house where Lieutenant Forstner was known to be.
The police and Hre Brigade were summoned, but the firemen
refused to turn their hoses on the crowd and instead pointed
them up to the sky so that the water came down like rain.
The crowd retaliated by putting up their umbrellas !   Colonel
von Reuter, who was in command of the regiment, called
out the troops, cleared the streets and made several arrests.
Civil Authorities were amongst those who had to spend the
night in prison.   A few days later, early in the morning, as
Lieutenant Forstner was passing through Dettweiler, a village
about five miles from Zabern, with bis company, some work-
men jeered.   Forstner ordered their arrest, whereupon the
workmen promptly bolted, with the exception of a lame
cobbler named Blanck, who had not been able to escape.
He was seized and Forstner hit him, over the head with his
sword, causing severe injuries.   This second incident created
a great scandal.    Enquiries were held and debates took place
in the  Reichstag.   The  Chancellor, Herr von Bethrnann
Hollweg, declared that he regarded the procedure of the
military as illegal.   A vote of no confidence in the Chancellor
was passed by 293 votes to 54..    (This expression of public
criticism did not however affect the Chancellor's position.)
At a court-martial at which Forstner declared that he had
understood the word "Wackern" meant merely "rowdies"
and that the cobbler had been in the act of attacking a soldier
when he struck him, he was sentenced to forty-three days
imprisonment.   The garrison was removed from Strassburg
to Hagenau.    Reuter was later decorated by the Emperor
and given command of a regiment of Grenadiers at Franfcfort-
on-the-Oder.
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